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iiithor possibly did not intend to conceal in his )rilliant lines. Scores of thousands interpreted the neaning and philosophy of this immortal paper )y the light of a few flashing sentences with which it >egan. Long after the British flag disappeared from American soil, this expatriated Englishman con-inued to be the voice of the people;1 and it is far vithin the truth to affirm that Thomas Paine preyed the ground and sowed the seed for the harvest vhich Thomas Jefferson gathered.
"Government, like dress, is the badge of lost in-locence; the palaces of kings are built on the ruins >f the bowers of paradise." And again, "Society is produced by our wants, and government by our wickedness."2 So ran the flaming maxims of the *reat iconoclast; and these found combustible material.
Indeed, there was, even while the patriots were Sghting for our independence, a considerable part of the people who considered " all government as dissolved, and themselves in a state of absolute liberty, fvhere they wish always to remain"; and they were strong enough in many places "to prevent any courts being opened, and to render every attempt to administer justice abortive."3 Zealous bearers, these, of the torches of anarchy which Paine's burn-
1  Graydon, 358.
2  Common Sense: Paine; Writings: Conway, i, 61.  Paine's genius ror phrase is illustrated in the Crisis, which next appeared.  "These ire the times that try men's souls"; "Tyranny like hell, is not easily conquered"; "The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot," are examples of Paine's brilliant gift.
8 Moore's Diary, ii, 143-44. Although this was a British opinion, fet it was entirely accurate.